Schistosoma mansoni: exposure in vitro of adult male surface antigens.
Incubation of adult male Schistosoma mansoni for 24 hr in medium containing newborn calf serum or normal human plasma resulted in an increase in the amount of parasite antigen exposed at the worm surface. No effect was observed on the amount of host antigen which was present. The increase in the exposure of parasite antigens takes place progressively over 24 hr and is partially dependent on the presence of lipoproteins in the culture medium. The possibility is discussed that the increase is due to environmentally induced changes in surface membrane lipid composition.